1.8, Depariment of Jusiice

Federal Bureau of Investig_atiun

Offewz caf the Thireclor Warfington, D, O, 08550

August 21, 2009

The Honorable Kenny MacAskill, MSP
Cabinet Scorclary lor Tuslice

Scottish Government

51, Androw's House

Ropenl Rowd

Edinburgh, Sceollamd, United Kingdom
CTIY 3Tx:

Dear Mr. Bocretary:

Owver the years | have been a prosscutor, and recently as the Dievtor of the FBI 1
have made it a praciice not to comment on the actions of other prosecutors, since anly (e prose-
cinar hamlhng the case has all the facts and the law before him in reaching the appropriate deci-
sion., Y our decision 1o telease Megrahi cansas me to abandon that practice in this casc, Tdo so
because I am familiar with the facts, and tha Taw, having been the Assistant Attomey General in
charae of the investizgation and indiciment of Mepvahi in (991, And T do so hecausc T am out.
raged al vour decision, blithaly defended on the grounds of "compassion.”

Yaur aclion in releasmyr Meerahi is as incaplicable as i1 1s dettimental to the cause
of justice. Indead your aciion makes a mockery of the rule of law. Your action gives comfort to
lerrorists arpund the world wlw now believe that regardless of the guality of the investigation, the
conviction by jury afier the defendant is given all due process, and sentenca appropriate to the
crime, the omorist will be freed by one man’s exercise of "compassion.” Your action rewards a
terrorist cven thouph he never sdmitted 1o his rote i this act of mass murder and even though
neither he nor the governmenlt of Libya ever disclosed the names and roles of others who were
responsible.

Your action maks a mockery of the emolions, passions and pathos of all thase
affected hy the Lockerbie inyedy: Lhe medical personne]l who first faced the horror of 270
bodies strewn in the ficlds around Lockerbie, and in the 1own of Lockerbic itself; the hundreds of
voluntzers wid walked the Golds of Lockerbie o relneve any piece of debris relatad to the hreak-
up of the plane; the hvadreds of FBI agents and Sceottish police who undertook an unprecadented
plotal myestipation 1o identity those respansible: the prasecuters who worked tor vears--in gome
cases o full corzer--1o see Justice done.
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But most impartantly, your action makes a mockery of the grief of the families
who lost thar own on Decomber 21, 1988, Yo could nol have spent much time with the fani-
lies, certainly pul s much Uime as others involved in the investigation and prossention, You
could vat have visited the smail wonden warehouse where (he personal items of those who per-
ished were gathered for identification--tha single sneaker belonging to a teenager; the Syracuse
sweatshirt never again to be worn by a college student reluming home for the holidays; the toys
in g suitcase of @ businessin looking forward Lo sperdine Christmias wity his wife and children.

You apparcitly made this decision withoul regard to the vizws of your partners in
the investigalion and proscoution of thosc responsible for the Lockertie tragedy. Alihough the
FII and Scotiish police, and prosceulors in both countries, worked exceptionally closely o hold
those responsible acconntable, you never once souphl our opindon, prefeming o kaep your awn
counsel and hiding behind opaque references to "the need for compassion.”

You aave given the family members of those who dicd continued prief and frus-
fration. You have given those who sought to asaure that the persons responsible would be held
accountable the back ol your hand. You have given Meprahi a "jubilant welcome” in Tripoli,
according to the reporling. Where, [ ask, 1s the justicc?

Steercly yours,

Eobert 5. Mucller, 11
Livector



